
Water Asia: The New Battleground - A Must-
Read for Water Security Advocates
In "Water Asia: The New Battleground," renowned geostrategist Brahma
Chellaney paints a vivid picture of the growing water crisis in Asia and its
potential to spark regional conflict. This meticulously researched and
thought-provoking book is a wake-up call for policymakers, water experts,
and anyone concerned about the future of water security in the world's
most populous continent.

Asia's Water Crisis: A Looming Threat

Asia is home to 60% of the world's population, but it only possesses a third
of its freshwater resources. This imbalance is exacerbated by climate
change, pollution, and unsustainable water practices, leading to a severe
water crisis.
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Chellaney provides compelling evidence of the magnitude of the problem.
By 2050, Asia's water demand is projected to increase by 40%, while its
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available supply is expected to decrease by 13%. Rapid population growth,
urbanization, and industrialization are driving this alarming trend,
threatening to leave millions of people without access to clean water.

Water Wars: A Real Possibility

As water becomes increasingly scarce, the potential for conflict between
nations sharing transboundary water basins grows. Chellaney analyzes
several potential flashpoints, including the Indus River between India and
Pakistan, the Mekong River in Southeast Asia, and the Brahmaputra River
between China and India.
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He argues that water disputes can escalate into full-blown military conflicts
if not managed effectively. Historical examples, such as the Six-Day War in
the Middle East, demonstrate the devastating consequences of water
scarcity on regional stability.

China's Hydro-Hegemony: A Major Concern

China, with its massive population and economic power, looms large as a
potential water hegemon in Asia. Chellaney examines China's ambitious
water projects, such as the South-North Water Transfer Project, which aims
to divert water from the Yangtze River to the drier northern regions.

He warns that China's control over critical water resources could give it
immense leverage over its downstream neighbors, potentially leading to
water blackmail and coercion. This, in turn, could undermine regional
cooperation and stability.

A Call for Action

Chellaney concludes "Water Asia" with a series of urgent recommendations
for addressing the water crisis. He advocates for:

* Transboundary water cooperation: Establishing mechanisms for sharing
water resources and resolving disputes peacefully. * Water conservation:
Implementing water-saving technologies, promoting water conservation
practices, and reducing water pollution. * Water diplomacy: Engaging in
dialogue and negotiations to prevent water-related conflicts. * Sustainable
water management: Adopting integrated approaches to water
management, considering both economic and environmental factors.



"Water Asia: The New Battleground" is an essential read for anyone
concerned about the future of water security in Asia. Brahma Chellaney's
comprehensive analysis and compelling arguments paint a stark picture of
the challenges ahead.

By raising awareness of the impending water crisis and its potential
consequences, this book serves as a valuable wake-up call for
policymakers and water stakeholders worldwide. The time to act is now,
before the battle for water threatens regional peace and stability.
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Abdus Salam: The First Muslim Nobel Scientist
In the annals of scientific history, few names shine as brightly as that of
Abdus Salam. Born in Jhang, Pakistan in 1926,...
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