
The Game: Harvard, Yale, and America in 1968

In the tumultuous year of 1968, as the nation grappled with war, social
upheaval, and political divisions, two of America's most prestigious
universities, Harvard and Yale, faced off in a football game that would
become a symbol of the era.
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In "The Game: Harvard, Yale, and America in 1968," acclaimed author and
historian Stephen Whitfield takes readers inside this legendary contest,
capturing the intense rivalry, the social and political context, and the lasting
impact on both institutions and the nation.

A Historic Rivalry

The Harvard-Yale football rivalry is one of the oldest and most storied in
college sports. First played in 1875, the game has been a battleground for
not only athletic supremacy but also for cultural and social values.

In 1968, the rivalry was at its peak. Harvard, led by the legendary coach
John Yovicsin, was a powerhouse, while Yale, under the guidance of the
innovative Carm Cozza, had emerged as a rising star.

A Tumultuous Year

1968 was a year of great turmoil and change in America. The Vietnam War
raged on, the Civil Rights Movement was at a crossroads, and the
counterculture was in full swing.

This social and political upheaval had a profound impact on the Harvard-
Yale game. Both teams were filled with players who were deeply affected
by the events of the day.
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The Game

On November 23, 1968, Harvard and Yale met at the Yale Bowl for the 89th
time. The game was a classic, with both teams playing their hearts out. In
the end, Harvard emerged victorious, 29-29, but the true story of the game
is not about the score.

Whitfield's book captures the drama and excitement of the game, but it also
delves into the deeper meaning of this historic event. He explores the ways
in which the game reflected the social and political tensions of the time, and
how it helped to shape the future of both universities and the nation.

Legacy

"The Game: Harvard, Yale, and America in 1968" is not just a sports book.
It is a powerful and moving account of a time and place that changed
America forever.

Whitfield's book is a must-read for anyone interested in American history,
college football, or the 1960s. It is a book that will stay with you long after
you finish it.
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