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Inventing the Electric Age: Oxford Portraits in Science tells the story of
the pioneers who harnessed electricity to transform the world. From
Thomas Edison to Nikola Tesla, these scientists and inventors changed the
course of history with their groundbreaking discoveries.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of science and
technology. It is also a fascinating look at the lives of some of the most
brilliant minds of their time.

The Pioneers of Electricity

The story of electricity begins with the ancient Greeks. They discovered
that rubbing certain materials together could create static electricity. This
knowledge was used for centuries to create simple devices, such as the
electroscope.

In the 18th century, scientists began to experiment with electricity in a more
systematic way. Benjamin Franklin conducted a series of experiments that
showed that electricity was a fluid that could be conducted through wires.
He also invented the lightning rod, which protected buildings from lightning
strikes.
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In the 19th century, scientists made even greater progress in understanding
electricity. Alessandro Volta invented the voltaic pile, which was the first
battery. Michael Faraday discovered electromagnetic induction, which is
the basis for the electric motor and generator.

Thomas Edison and Nikola Tesla were two of the most important figures in
the development of electricity. Edison invented the light bulb and the
phonograph. Tesla invented the alternating current (AC) electrical system,
which is used to transmit electricity over long distances.

The pioneers of electricity changed the world in profound ways. They made
it possible to light our homes, power our industries, and communicate over
long distances. Their discoveries have shaped the modern world in
countless ways.

The Oxford Portraits in Science

The Oxford Portraits in Science series tells the stories of some of the most
important scientists in history. Each book in the series is written by a
leading expert on the scientist's life and work.

Inventing the Electric Age is the latest book in the series. It tells the story
of the pioneers who harnessed electricity to transform the world. The book
is written by Professor John Heilbron, a leading historian of science.

Inventing the Electric Age is a fascinating look at the lives and work of
some of the most brilliant minds of their time. It is a must-read for anyone
interested in the history of science and technology.
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